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Happy New Year!
Thank you for continuously supporting this county’s program, and for your 
participation in making our program even better each year.  It’s crazy to think 
that in just a few short months, we’ll be in full gear, prepping for the 2026 
Montcalm County Fair.  
We have a lot of programming and events coming up, with a lot of educational 
opportunities.  Please take the time to read through the newsletter and emails, 
and we will do our best to share the information as it is known.  
Looking forward to 2026 and the many successes each of you brings!
Sincerely,
Sunni Haglund
4-H Program Coordinator

Montcalm County Committee Meeting times & locations

• Fairboard Association | 1st Monday of the month | 7:00 p.m. | Ash 
Building – Fairgrounds

• 4-H Dog Committee  |  1st Thursday of the month  |  6:30 p.m.  |  
Ash Building – Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/93418977992 passcode: 4Hdog)

• 4-H Horse Leaders  |  2nd Tuesday of the month  |  7:00 p.m.  |  
Ash Building – Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/96502762151 passcode: Horse)

• 4-H Council |  3rd Monday of the month  |  6:30 p.m. |  via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/95340301576 passcode: Council)

• 4-H Community Connection Committee (CCC)  |  3rd Monday of 
the month  |  7:00 p.m.  |  via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/95542684298 passcode: 4HCCC)

• 4-H Small Animal Committee  |  4th Monday of the month  |  6:00 
p.m.  |  Ash Building  - Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/93871161694 passcode: 4Hyouth)

• 4-H Youth Livestock Committee  |  4th Monday of the month  |  
6:30 p.m.  |  Ash Building  - Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/93871161694 passcode: 4Hyouth)
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COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
• Fairboard      Date: 1/5/26
• Dog Committee     Date: 1/6/26
• MAFE Convention     Dates: 1/8-10
• Horse Leaders     Date: 1/13/26
• Advisory Council     Date: 1/19/26
• Community Connections    Date: 1/19/26
• County-Wide Dog Practice    Date: 1/22/26
• Small Animal / Youth Livestock / MCFAAC  Date: 1/26/26
• MCFA Mega Raffle     Date: 1/31/26
Times and locations for each 4-H committee meeting can be 
found on the front page of this newsletter!

Don’t forget to visit the Montcalm County Fairgrounds 
UPDATED webpage 

https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/.
***SIGN UP FAIR FAMILY***

For Text Updates and Reminders 

Text @MONTCALMCO TO: 81010

 

https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/


4-H Committee Information
Advisory Council – 3rd Monday 6:30 pm – Zoom
Dairy Committee – typically held just before/during/right after fair
Dog Committee – 1st Thursday 6:30 pm – Ash Building
Community Connections – 3rd Monday following Advisory – Zoom
Horse Committee – 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm – Ash Building
Small Animal Committee – 4th Monday 6:00 pm – Ash Building
Youth Livestock – 4th Monday 6:30 pm – Ash Building

Advisory Council – Bylaws 
Community Connections – Bylaws
Dog Committee – Bylaws 
Horse Committee – Bylaws
Small Animal Committee – Bylaws
Youth Livestock – Bylaws
If you are curious about what each committee is responsible for, feel free 
to look at their bylaws for more information.  

Blessings Pantry Update:
We have had an outpour of support from our 4-H community, and I 
couldn’t be prouder!
As of today, we have helped, on average, at least one family per day 
since opening (some days we’ve had upwards of 3 families in a day), and 
have fulfilled all special requests that have come in!
We couldn’t have done that without the amazing support from all of you!

https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/uploads/files/Bylaws%20revised%202019.docx
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/uploads/files/Bylaws-Signed%205-20-19.pdf
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/uploads/files/Bylaws.pdf
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/uploads/files/32025ByLawsConstitution.pdf
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/uploads/files/MCSAC%20Bylaws%2025AUG25_Signed.pdf
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/uploads/updated%20bylaws%20September%202022.pdf


4-H Committee Information
Dog Committee: 
We are offering county-wide dog practices throughout the year on a rotating schedule 
for each practice (see page 15).  If your youth is planning to show dog this year, 
please check out and follow the 4-H Dog Committee Facebook page, or stay tuned 
for future updates via email.  Each youth exhibitor will have to participate in at least 2 
of the County-Wide dog practices.
Shooting Sports:
4-H Precision Archers is a new archery club that will be having their first meeting in 
February (see page 19).
***Kim Fouts-Stebbins is our County’s Shooting Sports Coordinator.  All questions 
and requests pertaining to the shooting sports program, should go through her first.  
Her contact is 4hfoutsstebbins@gmail.com 
Kim is starting a Shooting Sports Committee, and their meetings will start in January.  
She asks that all clubs who have shooting sports as a project area, attend the 
meetings and join the committee.  Stay tuned for more information!
Small Animal Committee: Facebook Page
Save the Date!!!  The 2026 Small Animal Showmanship Workshop will be held at the 
Small Animal Barn on May 16th.
Community Connections Committee: Facebook Page
January Challenge: Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital Toy Drive!  Bring all new/hand-
made toys, puzzles, games, etc., to the Ash Building during a meeting, dog practice 
or event, or stop by the MSU-Extension office in the Administrative Building in 
Stanton, or if you’re south near Belding, you can stop in to Tammi’s Tax Service and 
drop them there!  All participating clubs will receive a special treat during the 2026 
Fair.
Horse Leaders Committee: Facebook Page
Their spring tack sale will be held at the Fairgrounds on March 14th.  The Junior 
Horse Leaders are offering a discount for 4-H Groups who would like to have a 
fundraiser table at the tack sale.  Contact montcalmcountyjuniors@gmail.com for 
more information (see page 23).

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492
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Helpful Links
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/montcalm_county_4_h/4-h-resources 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/montcalm_county_4_h/4-h-scholarships 

Resources

County Awards and Scholarships

https://helping-youth-thrive.extension.org/home/ 
4-H Youth Thriving Model

4-H.org – Activity Guides
https://4-h.org/clover/activity-guides/download-4h-activity-guides/ 

MSU 4-H Resources
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4h/resources 

MSU-Extension Montcalm County 4-H Page: 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/montcalm_county_4_h 

Club and Volunteer Information: https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/montcalm_county_4_h/4-h-club-volunteer-information 

Montcalm County 4-H Welcome Packet: 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/uploads/files/Welcome%20Packet.pdf 
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MCFA Committee Information
Fairboard – 1st Monday 7:00 pm – Ash Building
MCFA Livestock – 4th Monday 7:00 pm – Ash Building
Marketing Committee – Jackie Nadeau
Buildings and Grounds – Todd Hetherington
Bylaws/Policy & Procedure – Sunni Haglund
Budget and Audit –
Rental – Katie Johnson / Brad Heft
Judges – Sunni Haglund / Amanda Ives
Concessions/Exhibits/Grandstand Events
 – Lisa Johnson
Fairbook / Showorks – Michelle Nitengale
Awards – Tammy Hancock
Kids Day / Special Needs Day – Brad Heft
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/montcalm_county_4_h/fair_information 

If you are interested in joining any of these committees, please reach out 
to the individuals next to the committee.  If you need contact 
information, please email Sunni at haglun10@msu.edu or the MCFA 
Fairboard at MCFAFairboard@gmail.com 

Fairboard:
Meets 1st Monday of 
each month at 7 PM

Superintendent Positions:
Swine – MCFA Livestock 
Beef – MCFA Livestock 
Sheep – MCFA Livestock 

Committees that could 
really benefit with more 
members:
*Bylaws/Policy and 
Procedures
*Budget and Audit
*Judges 
*Awards
*Kids Day/Special Needs 
Day
*Pee Wee Program

https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/montcalm_county_4_h/fair_information
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MCFA Agricultural Committee (MCFAAC / Livestock Committee):

2026 MCFA Fair Information: 
Montcalm County 4-H  | Fair Association

Questions can be e-mailed to MCFlivestock@gmail.com 

Montcalm County Fair information will be 
disseminated via email, Facebook, the fair website, 

and in the 4-H newsletter, as it is known.   

MCFA Committee Updates:

https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/exhibitor-info 

Your 2026 MCFA Board of Directors:
Todd Hetherington  Brad Heft
Lisa Johnson   Jason Nadeau
Tammi Jahnke   Joe Minkel
Jamie Goodrich  Amanda Ives
Tammy Hancock  Shawn Hyde
Tommy Aldridge  Melissa Williams
Dan Humphrey  Jamison German
Eric Christensen
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Come help the Youth Livestock Committee label and stamp our Thank You Sponsor postcards
during the January Youth Livestock Committee meeting.  We will also have a fun meat cut 
activity!  The next meeting is January 26th at 6:30 PM at the Ash Building.

haglun10
Stamp



STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 13: Wild Spartans 
Online
This month’s session is “Nature’s Detectives: How Insects Help Solve Crimes Against People, Animals 
and the Environment through Forensic Entomology.” Tiny creatures can tell BIG stories about the world 
around us: explore creepy-crawly clues and learn how science and nature work together to solve 
puzzles. Ask questions through a live Q&A. This free virtual series is for youth ages 12-19.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-wild-spartans-january 

January 13: Avoiding Money Mishaps
Online
In today’s digital world, young people are increasingly targeted by fraudsters, scammers and predatory 
lenders. This interactive webinar will empower youth with the knowledge and tools to protect themselves 
and their personal information.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/avoiding-money-mishaps-jan13

January 21: Adulting 101 – Fraud Fighters: How to Stay Scam-Free
Online
From fake jobs offers to phishing texts, scammers are everywhere.  This workshop breaks down the 
latest tricks and shows you how to guard your info, your credit, and your peace of mind.
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-2026 

January 24: 2026 State 4-H Rabbit and Cavy Show and Expo
Farm Bureau Pavilion, Lansing
4-H’ers exhibit rabbit and cavy projects and participate in educational knowledge contests: 
showmanship, skillathon, breed identification and rabbit hopping. Register by January 14.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/2026-state-4-h-rabbit-and-cavy-show-and-expo

January 26: Michigan 4-H Volunteer Webinar Series: Beyond Ready Basics
Every great 4-H experience has a few powerful ingredients—and volunteers play the biggest role in 
making them happen. Explore the four vital elements that help youth thrive: discovering sparks, feeling 
a sense of belonging, building developmental relationships, and staying meaningfully engaged.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-beyond-ready-basics-bringing-the-vital-
elements-to-life-in-your-4-h-club

February 7: 4-H Winterfest
Eagle Village Retreat Center, Hersey
4-H Winterfest is a hand-on learning camp for youth ages 8-12. Youth pick workshops and participate in 
team building activities. Come and have fun this winter! Register by January 23. 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/2026-winterfest 

 

Relationships are the 
foundation of a successful 4-H 
program! These relationships 
include building friendships 
with other members and 
leaders, building great working 
relationships and trust between 
program leaders and 
members, and adult leaders 
working together to organize 
great opportunities for youth.

We hope you can find others in 
the 4-H program in which you 
can build positive friendships 
and/or mentorships. Join us for 
any events and meetings to 
get to know everyone in the 
program. 

Youth thriving is the first step 
in building youth who are 
#BeyondReady! Contact your 
local 4-H staff for more 
information.

4-H Thriving Model 
of Positive Youth 

Development 
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STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
Register for Michigan 4-H Capitol Experience!
At Michigan 4-H Capitol Experience, teens learn how to change the world for the 
better through engagement in Michigan’s state government and public policy 
process. The program is scheduled for March 15-17, in Lansing. 

The three-day event, open to high-school-aged youth, includes tours of the 
Michigan Capitol, interactions with state legislators, meetings with state agency 
staff, lobbyists and state-level experts and learning how policy is made. During 
the program, youth work in small teams to draft legislation on: agriculture; civil 
rights and youth advocacy; crime and law enforcement; education and teacher 
retention; environment and natural resources; health; and jobs, the economy and 
infrastructure.

The cost to attend is $365, which includes lodging at the Okemos Conference Center. Please contact your local 4-H 
program coordinator to inquire about local funding opportunities. To learn more and/or find the link to register, visit 
www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_capitol_experience/.

Earn prizes with the Michigan 4-H 
Cash Composition Contest
Did you know youth are being targeted by scams too? That’s this year’s theme 
for the 2026 Michigan 4-H Cash Composition Contest! Michigan youth aged 
9–19 are invited to participate through writing an essay on this year's question. 

Top entries receive a $100 gift card, thanks to contest sponsor, Extra Credit 
Union. MSU Extension will host two webinars to help with fraud awareness 
and essay writing.  Essays are due by March 1. For contest details and essay 
submission information, visit: www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-money-smarts/money-
smart-kids-contest.

Apply for the Michigan 4-H State Awards! 
Michigan 4-H true leaders ages 10 and older have an opportunity to be recognized for the great work they do in 4-H and 
develop their career skills by completing a state award application. A Michigan 4-H State Award is the highest honor bestowed 
on a Michigan 4-H member and provides an opportunity to receive recognition for their engagement in rich learning experiences 
that result in outstanding knowledge and life-skill development.

State award applications are divided into four categories: Mark of Excellence contest (10-11 years), junior state award (12-15 
years), senior state award (16-19 years) and group awards (13-19 years).  An Achievement Award was added last year for 18–
19-year-olds. Each application and selection process varies, dependent on the applicant’s age.

More information about the Michigan 4-H State Award process and Mark of Excellence Contest can be found online 
at bit.ly/stateaward. Applications are due April 1. For more information, contact your 4-H program coordinator or email Betty Jo 
Krosnicki at nashbett@msu.edu or Janice Zerbe at rajzerj@msu.edu.

https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_capitol_experience/
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Michigan State University Extension 
programs and materials are open to all 
without regard to race, color, national 
origin, gender, gender identity, religion, 
age, height, weight, disability, political 
beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, 
family status or veteran status. Issued in 
furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts 
of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in 
cooperation with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. Quentin Tyler, Director, MSU 
Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This 
information is for educational purposes 
only. Reference to commercial products or 
trade names does not imply endorsement 
by MSU Extension or bias against those 
not mentioned.

Autumn Converse
4-H Livestock and Veterinary 
Science Educator
conver20@msu.edu

David Lindsay
4-H Equine Educator
lindsa75@msu.edu 

Kendra Van Order
4-H Dairy Educator
vanorde4@msu.edu

Jermo Reese
4-H Animal Science Program 
Instructor
reesejer@msu.edu 

Jacob Stieg
4-H Poultry Point of Contact
stieg@msu.edu 

Kat VanDouser
4-H Dog Point of Contact
krollkat@msu.edu 

Glenda Weiss
4-H Rabbit & Cavy Point of Contact
weissgle@msu.edu 

4-H Animal Science Staff

2026 Calendar of Statewide 
Animal Science Events

January 24 4-H State Rabbit Show

Feb. 27- March 1 4-H Dairy Conference

March 7  4-H Spring Livestock Workshop

March 14  4-H Horse Communications Contest

March 21-22 Norma Agnew 4-H Hairy Horse Show

March 21  4-H Rabbit and Cavy Workshop

March 22  4-H Rabbit and Cavy Quiz Bowl

April 11  4-H & FFA Horse Judging State Contest

April 12  4-H Hippology State Contest

May 6  4-H & FFA Meats Judging State Contest

June 10-11 Michigan Youth Livestock Judging Camp

June 27  4-H Dairy Quiz Bowl

July 1  4-H & FFA Livestock Judging State Contest

July 6-7 & 8-9 4-H Animal and Veterinary Science Camp

July 13-16 4-H Youth Dairy Days

August 13-16 4-H State Horse Show

September 19 4-H State Dog Show

Scan me for more 
information about these 

programs!

mailto:conver20@msu.edu
mailto:lindsa75@msu.edu
mailto:vanorde4@msu.edu
mailto:reesejer@msu.edu
mailto:stieg@msu.edu
mailto:krollkat@msu.edu
mailto:weissgle@msu.edu


Join Us for the State 4-H Rabbit & Cavy Expo and Show!
Youth participants can:

Exhibit their rabbit and/or cavy
Compete in exciting contests:

• Showmanship
Date: Saturday, January 24, 2026
Location: Farm Bureau Livestock Pavilion
Register by January 14 for Showmanship!

• Breed Identification
• Photography

• Skillathon
• Educational Displays

• NEW this year: Rabbit Hopping!

https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=A99D5CF559F61E59C6B43ACF57732CF607FE72C011018BE9008C4FC28AB47369
https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=A99D5CF559F61E59C6B43ACF57732CF607FE72C011018BE9008C4FC28AB47369










MSU Extension is excited to announce the Adulting 101 program 
will be back in 2026! New classes and some past favorites are 
included in this FREE monthly online program. We are thrilled to 
share the registration is now live for all classes 
here: https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-2026

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-2026
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Webinar Details
Avoiding Money Mishaps: Protect Yourself from Frauds, Scams, and Identity Theft

January 13, 2026 at 6:00 PM EST
February 11, 2026 at 6:00 PM EST

(Same content offered on both dates – choose the one that works best!)
Audience: Youth (middle school, high school, early college)
Register here: https://bit.ly/avoidingmoneymishaps
Bonus: Michigan youth ages 9–19 will gain skills helpful for the 2026 Cash Composition 
Contest!

https://bit.ly/avoidingmoneymishaps


Join 4-H staff as we take a look into life working with fisheries and wildlife! This month’s 4-H Wild 
Spartans Series will discover how tiny creatures can tell BIG stories about the world around us. 
Explore creepy-crawly clues, hear amazing stories, and learn how science and nature work 
together to solve puzzles. Join us on Tuesday, January 13th, 2025 at 6:30pm EST for “Nature’s 
Detectives: How Insects Help Solve Crimes Against People, Animals, and the Environment 
Through Forensic Entomology.” You will meet Dr. Samantha Sawyer, a forensic entomologist at 
the University of New Haven, Connecticut. You’ll learn about her work, and the education and 
career path she followed to get there. Youth are encouraged to ask questions to learn more 
through a live Q&A. This free virtual series is open to 4-H and non-4-H youth ages 12-19 years. 
Monthly sessions are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm EST.  Pre-registration is 
required: https://events.anr.msu.edu/WildSpartansSeriesFall2025Spring2026/

https://events.anr.msu.edu/WildSpartansSeriesFall2025Spring2026/




https://www.givingbean.com/store/home.php?partner=3d142  

https://www.givingbean.com/store/home.php?partner=3d142










Who: Youth in 9th grade through 12th grade.  4-H and non-4-H members welcome! (Non 4-H 
members will be asked to sign up in 4-H Online)
What: a 3-day event where youth can meet with peers to talk about issues that are important to 
them, network with folks that work in a wide variety of roles related to public policy, and see state 
government in action.
When/Where: Sunday, March 15 through Tuesday, March 17, -person at the Okemos Conference 
Center and Michigan’s State Capitol
Cost: $365 includes conference registration, lodging, and meals
Register Now Until March 1 at: https://events.anr.msu.edu/CapitolExperience2026/
Additional Overnight Lodging Available: Hotel reservations at the Okemos Conference Center are 
available to families interested in extending their stay in Lansing before or after the event at Okemos 
Conference Center. Note that parents/guardians are responsible for their children before and after 
the program, including lodging and transportation if needed. Staff will not provide supervision for 
overnight lodging for any additional nights.

https://events.anr.msu.edu/CapitolExperience2026/
https://okemoseventcenter.com/
https://okemoseventcenter.com/
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